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FW: Keﬁdrick Park Recommendation - Inbox - Yahoo! Mail ‘ Page 1 of 1

Dear Kendrick Committee Members:

My name is Jerry Guidera and | live on McClellan Street. | propose the
following recommendation to the Committee.

The development of Kendrick Park presents a unique opportunity to address
traffic concerns in the residential neighborhood to the west of the Park -
specifically, McCletlan Street and Lincoln Ave - with a simple change in
traffic flow.

I propose we extend Kendrick Park some 20 feet to the south and cut access
to North Pleasant at the intersection of North Pleasant and East Pleasant-
streets, directly across from the north entrance to the Carriage Shops.
. One-way access to Hallock Street and North Prospect would remain open down
North Pleasant from McCleHan, but this change would not allow access to the
“main "downtown" corridor of East/North Pleasant.

This would not only serve to discourage University-generated traffic in the
McClellan residential neighborhood, it would expand Kendrick Park and both
facilitate and encourage pedestrian traffic to the new park from the
Pleasant Street west sidewalks.

i would like to address whalt [ suspect would be the two most immediate
concerns from neighbors.and town officials.

LOCAL ACCESS: Access would not be cut to Hallock, North Prospect, McClellan
or connected streets. Access would remain at the intersection of Triangle

and North Pleasant, as well as down Lincoln Ave. While this change in

“traffic would admittedly inconvenience some local drivers, the benefit of
eliminated University-generated fraffic should outweigh that minor

rerouting.

EMERGENCY ACCESS: If Kendrick Park is extended over the intersection of
North Please and East Pleasant at Hallock, it should be done with a raised
cross wailk that limits access to authorized emergency vehicles (police,

fire, EMS) This would cut off access to the general public yet Ieave access
open for emergenmes

| hope this note Has provided a clear summary of this proposal. If you have
any questions, please don't hesitate to ask. | have discussed this idea with
some neighbors and hope to have the opportunity to discuss it at future
planned meetings. .

Best, Jerry
Jerry Guidera
81 McClellan Strest

Amherst, MA 01002 .
413 253-4633

http:/fus.mc315.mail.vahoo.com/mec/showMessage?fid=Inbox&sort=date&order=downé&... 10/27/2008




KENDRICK INTERNATIONAL PARK
... proposal by alan root

site

Kendrick Park is approximately the same size as the Amherst Common but ifs tong and
somewhat less rectangular shape offers a welcome challenge for creative design. To the
park's north is the University of Massachusetts with the park situated as a gateway to the
flagship campus of the state’s higher education network. To the east, a very large set of
adjacent commercial sites that could be zoned to provide commercial outlets at ground
level with multi-storied residences above. Parking could be condensed info one or two mulii-
storied parking garages. Timespan for this development could be set at 25-30 years. To the:
west of the park are residential sites with extensive acreage. Over a period of 25-30 years,
this land mass could contain condos while still meeting all the vital environmental
safeguards.

Almost universally, there hCIS been ogreemen’r that open space within the borders of
the park with its existing botanical appeal needs to be conserved.

problems |

Excellence in park design almost never results from a desigh by committee. In this
respect, the old saying “loo many cooks spoil the broth™ offers a highly useful caution.
Committees that set a short list of design restrictions and a possible design theme work best,

themes |

A call for loosely-detailed plans from designers or design teams based on a
community-generated theme might be the best way to move forward. There are many
possible design themes: Amherst's farms and rural heritage... an outdoor museum along
some of the sfreet edges of the park with changing exhibitions featuring local artisans...
clusters of frees along the park’s perimeters with large uninterrupted open spaces. Then,
there is my own personal preference - an international park to remind residents, students
and visitors of our growing population diversity.

kendrick international park '

1. On the south side of the park - a small to medium playground featuring playhme
attractions found in playgrounds across the globe.

2. Along the east and west park borders — a lighted sidewalk, punctuated by a total of
8 to 10 sculptures as gifts from countries located in diverse regions of the world. In
addition — nearby rounded benches to encourage social interactions and to
discourage people from lying down.

3. As existing trees require replacement, introduce non-invasive spec:les from different

' parts of the world which can flourish in Amherst's weather. There needs to be a
thoughtful visual balance between evergreen and non-green trees for wintertime,

4. The only bvilding in the park would be a jeweled greenhouse. A partially below-
grade level, geothermal building, it would make use of a transparent shell that
would be vandal-proof. It would maintain o year round base temperature of 55
degrees with auxillary heating to raise the winter temperature to 68 degrees. The
greenhouse would only be large enough to accommodate groups of 35 to 45
people for lectures, musical gatherings or simple seating that allows a colorful
refuge from the winter blahs outside. Flowers within the greenhouse could be
representative of dozens of countries throughout the world.
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Shaffer, Larry

From: Clare Bertrand [clarebertfand@comcast.net]
Sent: - Friday, August 29, 2008 12:40 PM
To: Shaffer, Larry '

" Subject: Kendrick Park

Larry,

Thank you for welcoming citizen input for the Kendrick Park future.

Here are my thoughts:

-increase parking around the Park

-Do NOT add vegetation, the Park is blessed with many beautlful trees that need trimming to
open up the visibility.

-a gazebo or bandstand would be an attractive addition and somethmg we don’t have in town.
This could serve as a comiriunity gathering spot and with all the talented musicians and artists
-in the area would be well used. Many New Eng[and towns have rich traditions of weekly
summer band concerts. | grew up in a small town in northern VT with that tradition and it
strengthened our town in very special ways. S

I'm sure there are many other great ideas but those were my top considerations.
Thank you again for soliciting input. When you work collaboratively, you'll find this community
will rally behmd youl

Cheers, Clare Bertrand

610 Bay Road

P8 T'M member

And most importantly mother of Liam and Grace ©

8/29/2008
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.Arcamo, Judith

From: Stephen Braun [braun wnter@gmall com]
Sent:  Saturday, September 06, 2008 7:56 PM
To: Kendrick Park Committee

Ce: Mooring, Guilford

Subject: thought

As a member of the Public Works Committee, I'd like to simply introduce an idea that might impact, ina
relatively minor way, on Kendrick Park. As anybody who has driven through the intersection of '
Triangle St. and East, Pleasant St. knows, this intersection is "broken." The primary reason is that, at the -
moment, the east-bound traffic from UMass on Triangle St. is confronted with a "right-turn-only" sign at
the intersection. Which means that through-traffic AND folks wanting to turn LEFT are funneled into a
single lane. Which means that a single left-hand turn driver blocks all of the through traffic.

One solution would be to widen this intersection such that we accommodate a left-turn-only lane, a
through-traffic-only lane, and a r1ght-turn—only lane. This would make a tremendous amount of sense.
But it would also, most likely, require some small incursion mto the Kendrick Park space and maybe
the removal of a tree or two.

Personally, I think this minor incursion and potential loss of tree(s) would be a very small price to pay

for a significant 1mpr0vement/conectlon of a current traffic-flow flaw. But others may disagree. Which
- is OK...that's what democracy is all about. I just feel impelled to raise this possibility to everyone

involved in this issue so that we're all on the same page when (and if) the issue actually comes up.

The only other suggestion I have (as a local res1dent) is that the DPW spend a half-day with a bulldozer
to level the area that was used last year as an "ad hoc" skating rink. It was great, but totally
topographical!” Just a little more leveling and you'd have a really nice, 1nexpenswe rink for local
residents]

Steve Braun
180 Lincoln Ave.

9/7/2008




Arcamo, Judith

From: Debbi Friediander [DebbiFriedlander@verizon.net]
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2008 9:39 PM

To: _ Arcamo, Judith ]

Subject: Re: Kendrick Park Survey

Hi,

Thank you for asking for input regarding Kendri¢k Park. I live on Beston Street, and
anticipate using the park a lot., I love it, and loved the old house that was there. I still
love it, and would love to see it developed in a thoughtful and functional way.

I would like to see the park be something that the teenagers would use, such as a skate

ark, and perhaps a basketball court. There is no place where teens are really welcome in
town. They tend to hang out by the Bangs Center and Rao's. All they can do there is talk on
the phone, and literally "hang out."” I'm not sure about the drug traffic that goes on there,
but there are certainly a lot of drugs in Amherst. It would be nice for teens to have more
activity-type options right in town, such as skating, or basketball, so the area kind of
"Jures" them after school lets out. I have passed through a small town in Vermont that has
created a skate park, and a basketball court right in the town itself. I could remember the
name of the town, but I know that it is north of Brattleboro, and just off Rte. 31. I'm not
sure how they deal with liability issue. We can also be inspired by Montreal. They actually
have a skiing mountain in their city!!! It was great having an actual ice skating place in
Kendrick Park last winter. People enjoyed it even though the ice was less than perfect. This
brings up the idea of this winter perhaps lining the. ground with some heavy plastic sheeting
first so the ground doesn't absorb the water so readily. My neighbor made a skating rink in
his yard this way, and in the spring we used the sheeting for other things like makeshift
greenhouses.

My Kendrick Park idea involves paving, which is not the most "beautiful"

option, but I think the landscaping could make it nice, and functional. _ :
Perhaps using green colored pavement might make it "blend" into the greenery around the
park. : ‘

Thanks for your energy around Kendrick Park. Our teens are worth our thoughtful
consideration. '

Sincerely,

Debbi Friedlander

Director of Religious Education
Unitarian Universalist Society of Amherst

{(and mother of Amherst teenagers, past and present)

————— Original Message —----— ' .
From: "Arcamo, Judith" <ArcamoJ@amherstma.gov>

To: <DebbiFriedlander@verizon.net>.

. Sent: Monday, September 08, 2008 8:18 AM

Subject: Kendrick Park Survey

Attached is the sur#ey you requested.

Judith Arcamoc

Administrative Assistant

Town Manager/Select Board Office
Town of Amherst

4 Boltwood Avenue

Amherst, MaA 01002

Phone: 413-259-3001/413-259-3002
Fax: 413-259-2405
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Arcamo, Judith

From: robert ackermann [ackcom@crocker.com]
Sent: Friday, September 12, 2008 1:01 PM

To: Kendrick Park Committee

Subject: My Preferences for Kendrick Park

Thank you, Kendrick Park Committee, for asking each home! It is so inclusive and unusual!

We have preferences:

17 Keep it as a park; plant more treés, especially smaller, decorative ones, which are
pretty all seasons, but keep the middle of the park _open_ so that -~ .

2) the various fairs on the big town common can be extended to _this_ park. This would
give more vendors an opportunity, AND people would walk THROUGH town from one part to the
other. Result? More business for the shops and restaurants in between. Using this park in
such a manner would make it a closer and more attractive destination for UMass students.

3) Keep the area that was used for last year's ice rink open for this use. Some park
benches around the periphery of the park especially near this area, would facilitate use and
enjoyment. '

Thank you.
Bob and Inge Ackermann

59 Sunset Avenue
Amherst
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Arcamo, Judith m

From: Alison Donta [adonta@mtholyoke.edu]
Sent:  Thursday, September 25, 2008 12:11 PM
To: - Kendrick Park Committee

Subject: a suggestion for your committee

Dear Kendrick Park Committee...

I am writing in hopes that rather than grudgingly allowing the Boy Scouts to continue their annual tree
sale at Kendrick park, why not look at this as an opportunity to capitalize on an established enterprise?
Why not invite local merchants to set up booths to sell hot drinks, holiday-themed crafts, books, or cards
to take advantage of the many people who come to buy trees from the Boy Scouts? Why not try to get
the town ice rink up and running by the time of the sale (although I realize that is weather-dependent)? I
encourage you to consider the popular Boy Scout tree-sale as a great opportunity to introduce people to
the wonderful potential of our newest town park. It could make the month of December a very festive
time in the heart of Amherst. ' e

I realize this only addresses a small window of time in the annual use of our park, but it could be a good *
start that could set a tone of cooperation in town. '

Thank you for your consideration.

...Alison Donta-Venman

9/25/2008
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Dear Larry and Jonathan, . 0‘6\

> : . .
>1{ would like to give my input on the development of Kendrick Park,
> hoping it is not too late. | know there were recent hearings, and still
> would appreciate this being included in public feedback.

>

> My preference would be to do very little to develop Kendrick Park.

> Though some might claim the town has enough park spaces, both downtown -

> and beyond, this is a lovely stretch of sanity and non-intensity at the

> "other" end of town. There are several things that can be done in the

> north end of the CBD to help bring business and customers to the

> Carriage Shops, and they should be done; and one of them is maintain

> some balance between intensity and calm.

-

> Possibly some unobtrusive, beautiful, naturai (stone} benches placed

> wisely would encourage people to relax and talk. Maﬁﬁrﬁ design of a
> walking garden or unpretentious labyrynth or rock garden could be a

> cornerstone. Maybe some provision for a low impact gkating [ink, as was
> rigged up last winter, Maybe, at most, some very natural seeming way to
> accommodate a small gathering, to hear a poet or musician on a very

> intimate scale. Maybe, at the very most, a bocce court.

> _ —_—

> But basically, as little as possible, and nothing trendy or garish like

> a skate park, my main theme is: as nothing as possible. And I'm

> suggesting one of the above, not all of the above.

>

> Also, if there was some way to gently increase the parking around the
> park- diagonal, or compact only, woul@also be good.

- .

> thanks

>

> [ra Bryck

> .

-

> Ira Bryck, Directar

> UMass Amherst Family Business Center
> Continuing & Professional Education

> 100 Venture Way

about:blank

Page 1 of 1
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Arcamo, Judith

From: Nancy A. Myers [namyers@psych.umass.edu]

Sent: Thursday, September 25, 2008 4:13 PM
To: Kendrick Park Committee
Subject: ~ Ideas on Kendrick Park

Since we will be away for the General Community Meeting, and note a special meeting for kids
and their parents, we hope we may put in some input on Kendrick Park use.

1. We strongly favor the continuation of Kendrick Park as a lovely,

shaded, green space on the walking route from the north to downtown. A few benches and
perhaps a few picnic tables and a walking path from the North Pleasant to the East Pleasant
edges would beE?ﬁfEﬁEf—EﬁHZﬁcement§‘5§3‘§?6?Iaé a welcome resting place, especially for more
senior walkers like ourselves! Surely, this plan would be the least costly in these
troubled economic times, and yet a real enhancement. If funds would allow, perhaps some
nodest Egg}ic restrooms could be provided.

2. Because of the special opportunity apparently being given to children and their parents
to provide input, we also wish to express our belief that the area would not be a good one
for  formal playground use, skate parks, or activities that would encourage car parking, or
drop~off and pick-up areas, etc. The traffic along all sides of the park is formidable and
difficult to navigate as is, and further parking spaces there would just compound the
felony! . Furthermore, it is unclear how the safety of children using the park could be
ensured without fencing and gate access, and that would further limit the scenic and
pastoral components of the space.

We have enjoyed the gradual expansion of the green for the 48 years we have been walking
from Mount Pleasant to Town Central, and hope to keep the tranquillity of this precious open
space for a long time in the future --

Nancy and Jerry Myers
44 Mount Pleasant



Arcamo, Judith

From: Patricia Appelbaum [pfa1525@mapinternet.com]
Sent: : Tuesday, October 14, 2008 12:39 PM

To: Kendrick Park Committee

Subject: + Ideas for park

¢)\
I'm unable to come to the meeting tonight, so here are a few ideas:

‘1. Keep the general feeling of green space.

I walk in town a lot. The streetscape, heading north from the 1ntersectlon of Maln and
North Pleasant, is lively in some places, but bleak in others. MNorth Pleasant Street is
wide, the sidewalks add more width, the area around the fire station and the CVS is bare and
plain. In the summex espe01ally, there is a lot of glare, and it can feel llke a hot, dull
walk. ’ -

Then you pass Kellogg Avenue, come around a slow curve, and what appears to your weary eyes
but a lovely shady ocasis of trees and grass! It really makes a difference to the feeling of
downtown. Please, let's keep that.

2. But I can see that the green space still looks like a series of house lots, especially
with the way the trees and shrubs are aligned. I wouldn't object to reshaping it.

3. I also wouldn't object to encouraging more activity in the park. I just think we should
retain that overall feeling of a green ocasis. -

4. There is talk of an indoor farmers' market. I would certainly go to an indoor market if-
we had one, but I'm not sure Kendrick Park is the best place to put it, We'd have to park
in the Pray Street lot and cross a busy street, or else park in a residential neighborhood.
(Or make a parking lot in Kendrick Park. Please don't.)

5. There is also talk of an outdoor marketplace. I tend to think we have enough craft fairs
and street vendors already. They are wonderful, and I enjoy them -- but there are only so
many consumer dollars to go around. Besides, if we are going to encourage retall bu51ness,
perhaps we should focus on long-term, year-round establishments.

6; I'd love to see an outdoor café or eating place in the park -- with an indoor area for
cold weather -- but perhaps we have encugh of those already, too.

- Thanks for all your good work on this project, and especially for encéu;aging public input.

Sent via the WebMail system at mail.mapinternet.com

Z



Arcamo, Judith

From: awalton@depillis.org

Sent: Tuesday, October 14, 2008 1: 13 PM
To: Kendrick Park Committee

Cc: mario@depillis.org

Subject: playground idea

I compliment the Kendrick Park Committee on its efforts to solicit ideas from the community
on the best use of Amherst's new downtown park space. I hope you can absorb one more
suggestion. .

My husband (Maric DePillis Jr.) has already written passionately that Kendrick Park should
have a playground. His rationale is that downtown Amherst should be more welcoming of
families with young children, to make it possible for '"residential" to continue to be part
of a mixed-use town core. :

I agree wholeheartedly that- we need more young families in Amherst Center and that a
playground is a must for Kendrick Park. I would like to add, however, that the RIGHT
playground would be a destination in itself; not just for children who live here, but
something that would bring families from other towns to downtown Amherst to play - and shop

and eat here, too.
So let's not have just any playground; let's have something unique and appealing.

My sons and I recently visited the Adventure Playground in Berkeley, California
_{www.cl.berkeley.ca. us/marina/marinha.exp/adventplagd. htm) . We went with a group composed of
families from all over the Bay Area, We had a blast, then came away saying (1) "Why don't I
have something like this in my town?" and (2) "Where can I get something to eat?”

The Adventure Playground is unique in its fearlessness and appeal to the creativity of
children. In a fenced area, staffed by volunteers, children are provided with tools ({saws,
hammers, paints) and scrap lumber, and are invited to build structures and take them apart.
‘Those who don't feel like building can c¢lamber on ropes, launch themselves down a zipline
into a pile of sawdust, or bang on an old piano.

The Adventure Playground model would have to be modified to suit our town's climate and
space constraints, of course — but its audacity and tone (real tools, real structures,
plenty of fresh air and dirt) are very "Amherst". I encourage you to look into it.

Many thanks,
Anne H. Walton
27 Gaylord St.
Amherst




[

KENDRICK PARK - IDEAS FOR USE - Inbox - Yahoo! ]

" Hi Christina:
Sorry Norton and | were unable to get to the meeting last Sunday.

We would have very much liked to have been there because we feel
very strongly about what happens to that small "oasis” at the end of
town.

What happens to it will reéally impact on a great number of families
living in the adjacent blocks, especially McClellan Street.

We cringed when we read in the paper that Town Manager Larry Shaffer
sald that "the business community is excited by the potential of the
park becoming a catalyst for development and an attraction to the

public.” ‘ ‘

As an architect and planner Norton is more than a little interested

as to what : : :

kind of plans have surfaced so farl What does this mean?!ll What
. kind of )

development are they talking about?

There have been an awful lot of ideas puf forth already about what to
do with the park, but here's what we'd like to see happen:

Use some of the money still left in the trust to do a beautiful

landscaping '

job on the site - lots of shade trees, seating areas and maybe a

Band Sheli for concerts, but otherwise LEAVE {T OPEN AND PARK LIKE!
Hope we can get to the next meeting.

All the best,

Jeanne and Norton(Juster) 55 Kellogg Avenue

http://us.mc315.mail .yahoo.com/mc/showMessage?ﬁd=Inb01i&sorl=date&order:d0wn&st. . 9/18/2008



Page 1 of 2
Arcamo, Judith:
From: DAVIDF. FARKAS [david@farkas.com]
Sent:  Thursday, September 25, 2008 1:2¢ AM
To: Kendrick Park Committee
Subject: Great meeting you...
Hi folks...

I'm the guy who talked to you earlier this week at the southern end of the park. I gave several of youmy
card about the clearing work that I do. ' -7

You asked for my input, so a fow observations. B

There are two natural open fields. One where you were standing at the south end, the other almost
at the north end is used for frisby and ball games, usually by college kids.
I would suggest developing the south end as an open green for lying in the sun, handing out, etc.

" The bus stop and parking make it accessible. A few minor improvements like benches would do

the trick.

Thie areas to the north have the problem of no parking and can only be safely accessed (without
crossing busy traffic) from the North Pleasant side. ) )

The north east corner always feels exposed and noisy... and isolated since there is really nothing
closé by except Bertuccis. There is a nice quict spot in the north west cerncr that might bea
natural picnic area. It has some sepatation because it's raised from the street and it's pretty quict.
But, that nosth east corner needs some plantings or construction to separate it from traffic. Still...

~ it's an isolated spot at night. (I sometimes take late walks around Kendrick Park and into town, 80

I have felt the area at various times of day and night.
Seems to me the area to 'develop' is in the middle, but there is no parking, underground water and
the energy of thé old house. '

BTW, as I mentioned when we spoke, I'm happy to do a clearing of the park including the issues from
the old haunted house and the geopathic issues like underground water. Clearing it will make this whole
process move along more smoothly.

I'll see if I can stop by on Sunday when you're out there waving your arms again. <g=

Blissings,
Danid

LOVE is the Re

neyable Resource -

[N




Mario DePillis Jr. | _ - Fred Treyz-
27 Gaylord St., Apt. 2 ~ 242 Lincoln Ave.
Amberst, MA 01002 : o : - Ambherst, MA 01002

 October 14, 2008

Kendrick Park Committee
Town Hall
Amherst,_ MA 01002

Dear Members of the Committee,

. ¥red and I grew up downtown and for different reasons settled our new families in the same downtown
neighborhoods, We have watched it change, with businesses moving out of the center to follow
families. There were two hardware stores and two supermarkets, now there are none. Hastings hired
paperboys, I was one, from the neighborhoods and now there are none. Don Hastings told me before he
passed that there snmply weren't enough famlhes downtown to hire from.

We don't have toddlers anymore. But when we did, we noticed the Iao_k of a downtown park we could

- walk to and let'our children play. “Kendrick Park,” we thought, “is close enough to our neighborhoods
to walk.” So we spent a litile money and asked a firm to design a snnple playground ﬁt for the park. It
is attached.” We still think it is a good 1dea for Kendrick Park.

Development style is ch01ce. Our town has not been choosing families for the core. Kendrick Park
stands as an oasis that can attract families to the core. It was the donor's open space idea, but it was a
downtown open space.

Kendrick Park provides Amherst with an opportunity to reverse its general trend of hollowing out the
core. Families make their location decision when their children are young. A playground is an amenity
that will attract them downtown. Later, like us, they'll still be downtown.

A residential downtown preserves open space outside downtown, but it cannot be done without the
younger families. Famijlies anchor a vibrant residential mix of single working people, retirees, and
students. The mlx creates an environment that goes beyond restaurants and bars.

A playground can ‘establish a residential neighborhood. Few things bind a neighbors better than
children. Parents watch their children play at a park talk to other parents, exchange notes on schoals,
and form fr1endsh1ps

We don't have toddlers anymore, but we want a healthy neighborhood and a downtown people want to
live in. A dense residential downtown, one that supports families with children as well as working
smgles retirees and students, is how our town can preserve open space. A sunple playground would be
a step in that direction, :
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